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impacts to tbe shrine. We request consideration in inviting the State Historic Preservation 
Office to tbe proposed meeting as we discuss issues that have not been resolved through 
\vritten communications. 

The GRIC appreciates the efforts of the Federal Highway Administr~tion in addressing 
our grave concerns that must be resolved through the Nai!Onlil Htstonc Preservauon A~t 
106 Consultation process. We anticipate continued and mea~ungfu! consultattons on .thts 
federal undertaking. Please call GRIC Cultural Resou~e Speciali~t, Bam"!'y V. Lewts at 
1-520-562-6713 should you have any questions or requtre further mfom>alion. 

Since<ely, 

// /7/ ,?' /"" ~-q' 
William R. Rhodes, Governor 
Gila River Indian Commwtity 

cc J. Andrew Darling GRIC-CRMP Coordinator 
Errol Blackwater, GRIC Land Use Planning & ~ning 
Doug Torres, GRIC Department ofTransportatio~ . 
Kae Neustadt ADOT Historic Preservation Spectabst 
Ruth GreensPan, ADOT Historic Preservation Speciruist 
Mark Brodbeck, HDR Engineering, Inc. 

AIH!.ONA 0£1'1'. OfTRANSPOCtfA liON 
INT£.RMOD.•l TRANSPORT.ITIO~ DIVISION 

ENVIRONMEI<TAL& ENIUNCWOOGROUP 

.JUL 2 7 2007 

US. DC1XJ'~rn:."''lt 
ot li':o-s:~::x1Jii:ln 
fede:ta!JiighvtQy 
Admlt)Mration 

~1r. WiUi~111UJul1e.:~, Gov.:mnr 
Gila R.i\'er lndi.tJl Cotcnu."lity 
P.O.Bo<97 
Sac310D.J Arlmna 35247 

ARI7.<1:'i A. ·oi\'ISION 

llpril ?2, )008 

... , .......... , ...................... , 
SWW41(l 

l>t.~~L~. J.rim~• RSO::l4JJ6 71 
&J:!<H:l-3646 

In Rl>ply Rorec To: 
HOP-AT. 

1\IHIJZ.ll(ADY) 
PK-J~tl\c.~Jl2LMAOS4H5164 Ou. 

S i:t.tth Mou:n;l.ic. T ~ptrt.·nb~ Co1rii.Jr 
S~:ttil)rl 106 C:~:~:uru.t;.ltiou 

1',e:Uli~ Clllna:ell't&e::es 
},{j~~C:~L'n:'\1 

In pr!Mowt onnr.ultMiun :~::~u.:Unglllo po~.atial effea..1s ufthc ~osed SR 202.1. (Sooth.Mo·.m1?.i.ll 
.fl'l'OCWily) un Mstmic p.ropcrticr.: ud mhcr pf~ of rou~~ 11) the Gilalliotet Wdian C(IUWJt.all:y 
(OkJC), it was ::msge!'.ted that ):Ollld infurmo) n::.ectings bc;tv.'Cal rcpn:~tath'C!t of<iN IC, t:!lc 
~o·cde:ral Highw.:ty Admin!!:tcM(&D. (FII\VA), the Arimna Dcpartrecrt ofl'rA."':.SP<lrtl'ti.::>n (AOOI), 
UDd tlc ~ia!.; lfh;~.,rio l':c~-az::iou Ofli..:e (SIIPO) should ta!cc tJ!ooc in ordcrtD addrc~ pns!tible 
mitiga.tiun ..tratcgics. rd~ing to a pmpnsai (tcetny Qp1ion. Fulll>wiu"rea:cipt uf yu•.a ldterof 
July 2. 200?. 5CVC\-al iDfonml meelln~ 3)\t"l c&nvm~ttiOlls have: hdd bdv;~ villi~ 
J'q.rc;cotatives uft&c GRIC OllCarnl kc.:tnuroc 5!lCc\l'li~•·s Office (CR50). (]RIC Calllll"Al 
R.esowoc M'l'lntlgtmmt lt'rag:r~ll\ {CRMr), the FU\VA_, the Al>Ol' ~brtorlc \'rc::c:rv.af;nn 'l"c811\ 
(HPI}, tbc S~Jf'O, t1nd thtl Cit;· l:tffhocnill: Arcbaea!u.~ St:i::litm (COr-AS), As il Tault of thcsl!l 
vari~.>ll5 mcct:inw:. PHW A and Al>nr h~vta bce:a p\E¥uin,v lwu pos~iblt~o!il7ut~::gjeo. fo llelpmitip.IC 
po~lti."tl iidvcuc cff('J(;fs &f tlaepropnRcd ti'¢rr.."W~)' ()ll the MuN,dagiDuag (Soml\ M~>mtain) 
'l'wiitit:u:id Cultunl Yropclly (TCP) o..W nthcr pl~~ ('lftftldltjm"tl s.i&niiit.aucc• 1(1 yuur 
C:ODJWU:rily. 

Prcviot:~ cnltSUlliitiun:t:.ct~nding tlt¢.Vwh:•da,gi Doag 'l'Ct' addm;P.ed !tlelnr•h ttl define a bounditry 
thld cuuld be t:sed to Bafi~tfy FliwA•s St:a.:tion !06 (of the ~ratinnallJ'j.:trodc l'.rcsorw.tion Ac-.t) 
tespo:~.si.hU\tiC$ a.nd a1l'ord prntcctii)Jlll'JMrJ:ud!lg; Da~. As are&ult ofthi~ ooruru1Q.tion, JOH.WA 
ru;:;,gui~e:t that the h';'lditional t:sc: arca.Q of M1fhtJdag; DCJ«}{ t;Xt~ un the south a:ld rouf.lt.w~::st 
bo:>}'Ol:.<llbt: ~llem 'bouudary of the Com:mmit}·, and d1at au)' <~f l11<> b\Uld il!tmlal(,·c-; uftlte 
~}.l~o:i fre~-ay would &.a ... c m ad>'cr.~c ~.t OJJ.llu~ Mrtbt>!lt<J,;.i D.r.mg TC:P. lJt.-d=t~ cuD~"ltlta~ou 

If t) It :f/'i G T:H.' -·~"") 
AM!a'RIC.AN I 
ECOI'Hl.J\f:!.. ~ 
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it was also recognized that although some areas of Muhadagi Doag, such as the southwest ridges, 
clearly active traditional use areas, fully defining. a meaningful boundary for the TCP as a whole 
will require a more detailed study of traditional uses and cultural significance of Muhadagi Doag. 
Rather than define an arbitrary boundary until such time as a more meaningful boundary can be 
identified, FHW A proposes to formally ~cknowledge that any of the build alternatives of the 
proposed freeway would impact the southern and southwestern portion of Muhadagi Doag, and 
would have an adverse effect on the TCP. At this time, FHW A would like to proceed with 
consultation addressing specific mitigation measures to address that adverse effect. 

2 

One such mitigation measure discussed at some of the above-referenced meetings is for E!:ll¥A 
and ADOT to provide funds for GRIC CRMP to conduct a detailed study of traditional uses and 
cultural sigruficance of Muhadagi Doag. The City of Phoenix is currently working on a Nationaf 
Register of Historic Places (NRHP) eligibility study of the archaeological and historical sites 
within South Mountain Park/Preserve. The City of Phoenix Archaeologist, the GRIC CRMP 
Coordinator, and the GRIC CRSO have expressed interest in working together and expanding the 
on-going study to include an evaluation of the Muhadagi Doag TCP. FHW A and ADOT are 
willing to consider funding GRIC's participation in this proposed study. If this potential 
mitigation measure is something that you are interested in pursuing, we request that you provide a 
brief scope of work and budget for the proposed study, to ensure a common understanding about 
exactly what proposal is being considered. 

Additionally, FHW A and ADOT are currently investigating design options to minimize impacts to 
. the active shrine site, AZ T:l2:112(ASM) and arock art site, AZ T:12:198(ASM). We would like 
· to meet with members of your Community to present and discuss some of these possible options. 

If you are interested in pursuing these potential mitigation measures, we look forward to receiving 
a proposal for a study of the Muhadagi Doag TCP, and to meeting with you to discuss possible 
avoidance measures. We look forward to continued consultation with you. If you have any 
question or concerns, please do not hesitate to call Ruth Greenspan at 602-712-6266 or email 
RGreenspan@azdot.gov. 

Signature for GRIC Concurrence 

Sincerely, 

STEPHEN D. THOMAS 

Robert E. Hollis 
Division Administrator 

Date 

3 
cc: 
Jennifer Allison-Ray, Lieutenant Governor, Gila River Indian Community, P.O. Box 97, Sacaton, 
Arizona 85247 . 
David White, Community Manager, Gila River Indian Community, P.O. Box 97, Sacaton, Arizona 
85247 
Barnaby Lewis, Cultural Resource Specialist, Gila River Indian Community, P.O. Box 2140, 
Sacaton, Arizona 85247 
J. Andrew Darling, CRMP Coordinator, Gila River Indian Community, P.O. Box 2140, Sacaton, 
Arizona 85247 
SThomas 
WVachon 
KDavis 
MHollowell (EM02) 
RGreenspan (EM02) 
MBruder (EMOl) 
MBurdick (118A) 
SDThomas:cdm 
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QILA RIVER INDIAN COMMUNITY 
SACATON, AZ 85247 

RESOLUTION NO. GR-41-07 

A RESOLUTION DESIGNATING THE SOUTH MOUNTAIN RANGE (Muhadag, 
Avikwaxos) AS A SACRED PLACE AND TRADITIONAL CULTURAL 
PROPERTY OF THE GILA RIVER INDIAN COMMUNITY. 

WHEREAS, the Gila River Indian Community Council ("the Community Council") is 
the governing body of the Gila River Indian Community ("the 
Community"); and 

WHEREAS, the Community Council on January 6, 1982, did adopt Ordinance No. GR-
01-82 under Title XV of the Gila River Indian Community Law and Order 
Code in which "[i]t is ... declared as a matter of Community policy and 
legislative determination, that the public interests of the Pima-Maricopa 
people and the interests of all other persons living within the jurisdiction 
of the Gila River Indian Community require that the Community adopt a 
means whereby all sites, location, structures, and objects of sacred, 
historical or scientific interest or nature-will be protected from desecration, 
destruction, theft, or other interference."; and 

WHEREAS, the Community Council through Resolution GR-15-89 did approve the 
Policy Statement of the Four Southern Tribes (Salt River Pima-Maricopa 
Indian Community, Ak Chin Indian Community, Tohono O'odham 
Nation, and the Gila River Indian Community) which outlines the Four 
Tribes intent to protect, promote, and preserve cultural affinity to the 
HuHuKam; and 

WHEREAS, the Community Council has always held the preservation of historical, 
archaeological, cultural, religious sites as a high priority and recognizes 
the need to protect the cultural heritages of the Akimel O'Odham (Pima) 
and the Pee Posh (Maricopa); and 

WHEREAS, the identification and authentication of sacred places I traditional cultural 
properties is the sole responsibility of the federally recognized tribe 
according to its unique culture; and 

WHEREAS, the Community does recognize certain locations to be sacred places I 
traditional cultural properties based on the unique cultural and spiritual 
beliefs of the Akimel O'Odham (Pima) and the Pee Posh (Maricopa); and 

GILA RIVER INDIAN COMMUNITY 
RESOLUTION GR-41-07 
PAGE 2 OF 2 

WHEREAS, all, but not limited to, of the places referenced in the oral traditions of the 
Akimel O'Odham (Pima) and the Pee Posh (Maricopa) are culturally and 
spiritually significant to the continuing life ways of the Akimel O'Odham 
(Pima) and the Pee Posh (Maricopa); and 

WHEREAS, the Muhadag (Pima language) also known as (a.k.a.) Avikwaxos 
(Maricopa language), a.k.a. Greasy Mountain (English language), and 
geographically known as the South Mountain, South Mountain Range, or 
Salt River Mountains (Range) figures prominently in oral traditions of 
both the Akimel O'Odham (Pima) and the Pee Posh (Maricopa) 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Community Council hereby does 
acknowledge and recognize that the South Mountain Range in its entirety 
is a sacred place I traditional cultural property and must be kept inviolate. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Community Council hereby strongly opposes 
any alteration of the South Mountain Range for any purpose would be a 
violation of the cultural and religious beliefs of the Gila River Indian 
Community and would have a negative cumulative affect on the 
continuing lifeways of the people of the Gila River Indian Community. 

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, that the Governor, or in his absence, the Lieutenant 
Governor, is hereby authorized to sign and execute such documents as are 
necessary to effectuate this resolution. 

CERTIFICATION 

Pursuant to authority contained in Article XV, Section 1, (a) (7), (9), (18), and Section 4 
of the amended Constitution and Bylaws of the Gila River Indian Community, ratified by 
the Tribe January 22, 1960, and approved by the Secretary of the Interior on March 17, 
1960, the foregoing Resolution was adopted on the 41

h of April, 2007, at a Regular 
Community Council Meeting held in District 3, Sacaton, Arizona at which a quorum of 
10 Members were present by a vote of: 2 FOR; Q OPPOSE;! ABSTAIN; 2, ABSENT;~ 
VACANCIES. 

GILA RIVER INDIAN COMMUNITY 

ATTEST: 

~--.::::} · -.d ku_h._Jf 
(.JMMUNJ'f\icoUNCIL SECRETARY 
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GILA RIVER INDIAN COMMUNITY 
POST OFFICE Box 2140, SACATON, AZ 85247 

CULTURAL RESOURCE MANAGEMENT PROGRAM (520) 562-7150 
(520) 562-7165 

Fax: (520) 562-3268 

Robert E. Hollis, Division Administrator 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
Federal Highway Administration 
Arizona Division 
400 East Van Buren Street, Suite 410 
Phoenix, Arizona 85004 

Dear Mr. Hollis: 

November 18, 2008 

In reply to your previous request of April 22, 2008, please find attached a draft summary scope of work 
for proposed efforts offered as partial mitigation in connection with adverse effects to the Traditional 
Cultural Property {TCP) known as Muhadagi Doag (South Mountain), which will result with the 
proposed development of SR 202L (South Mountain Freeway) as currently desigoed. 

This summary scope recommends a Phased Treatment Plan be developed, which is appropriate when 
eligible properties are adversely affected by a federal undertaking and avoidance is not possible, as 
follows: 

Phase I- Treatment Plan Development 
Phase Il- Implementation of the Study 
Phase ill- Reporting and NRHP nomination of the South Mountain TCP. 

Understanding that previous cultural resource assessments, consultation with ADOT -FHW A, and GRIC 
Council resolution (with support from other Tribes) all agree that South Mountain is a TCP, this proposal 
serves to address the need to provide a strategy for mitigation in the draft Enviromnental Impact 
Statement (EIS) for the South Mountain Freeway Project. 

We look forward to further comment and discussion of this proposal. Upon receipt of your concurrence or 
following revision of the proposal, the final version may be cited in the EIS in connection with the 
Muhadagi Doag TCP. Please note, that all other impacts to cultural properties located within the 
proposed aligoment, or that will be directly or indirectly impacted by prop9sed construction, will need to 
be addressed in accordance with federal regulations provided under NEP A and the NHP A. 

If you have any questions or require further information, please contact me at (520) 562-7151 or 
jadarlin@gilariver.com. 

Sincerely, 

?/~/PJ; 
A~;:ew Darling 7 

Coordinator 

U.S. Deportment 
ofTransportation ARIZONA DIVISION 

4000 North Central Avenue, 
Suite 1500 

Phoenix, Arizona 85012-1906 
602-379-3646 Federal Highway 

Administration January 13, 2009 

i ·, 

In Reply Refer To: 
HOP-AZ 

NH-202-D(ADY) 
202LMA 054 H5764 OIL 

South Mountain Transp011ation Corridor 
Continuing Section I 06 Consultation 

Mr. William Rhodes, Governor 
Gila River Indian Community 
P.O. Box 97 
Sacaton, Arizona 85247 

Dear Governor Rhodes: 

The Federal Highway Administration (FHW A) is in receipt of the November 18, 2008 draft summary 
scope of work that you provided in response to our consultation of April22, 2008. The summary 
recommends development of a Phased Treatment Plan for a study of the traditional uses and cultural 
significance of the Traditional Cultural Property (TCP) known as Muhadagi Doag (South Mountain). 
This study would complement and expand upon ongoing studies that contribute to the overall knowledge 
base of Muhadagi Doag and would serve as the basis of an evaluation of Muhadagi Doag' s eligibility for 
inclusion in the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) as a TCP. Financial support of this study by 
FHW A and the Arizona Department of Transportation (ADOT) would constitute partial mitigation to 
resolve potential adverse effects to Muhadagi Doag as a result of the development of the proposed South 
Mountain Freeway. 

FHW A and ADOT fmd the proposal acceptable, with the following clarifications. If you agree with these 
bullets, please sigu the concurrence line at the end of this letter. The next step after your concurrence, 
would be for ADOT and Gila River Indian Community (Community) to enter into a Joint Project 
Agreement. 

• 

• 

• 
• 
• 

• 

FHW A's role in consultation regarding the study and its deliverables will be limited to the potential 
effects of the proposed South Mountain Freeway on the Muhadagi Doag TCP as required by Section 
I 06 (of the National Historic Preservation Act), Section 4(f) (of the Department of Transportation Act 
of 1966, as amended), and the National Enviromnental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA). 
The process of nominating the Muhadagi Doag TCP to the NRHP will be undertaken by the 
Community. ' 
FHW A and ADOT will be invited to participate in the public component of the work sessions . 
FHW A and ADOT will be invited to participate in the development of the Management Plan . 
With the exception of culturally sensitive documents, or portions of documents, the deliverables 
resulting from tbis study will be available to FHWA and ADOT for use in fulfilling FHW A's 
responsibilities under NEPA, Section 106, and Section 4(f) with regards to the proposed South 
Mountain Freeway or any other current or future projects. 
The funding of the Muhadagi Doag TCP study is a mitigation measure to resolve adverse effects of 
the proposed South Mountain Freeway. Therefore, if the Enviromnental Impact Statement (EIS) for 

-~· j' •·• h\ 'o·:: 

AMERICAN 
ECONOMY 
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the proposed project were to be cancelled or put on hold prior to the implementation of the proposed 
TCP study, fmancial support of the study would also be cancelled or put on hold until such time as 
the EIS were to move forward again. 

Additionally, FHWA and ADOT have responded to the request made at our meeting on November 18, 
2008 to investigate an elevated split design to minimize impacts to the active slnine site, AZ 
T: 12: 112(ASM). A design has been developed and efforts are underway to coordinate a presentation of 
that design to your Community. 

We look forward to your response to our comments regarding the proposed study of the Muhadagi Doag 
TCP, and to discussing the proposed avoidance measures. If you have any question or concerns , please 
do not hesitate to call Ruth Greenspan at 602-712-6266 or email RGreenspan@azdot.gov. 

Signature for GRIC Concurrence 

cc: 

Sincerely, 

STEPHEN D. THO~ft S 

Robert E. Hollis 
Division Administrator 

Date 

Jennifer Allison-Ray,Lieutenant Governor, Gila River Indian Community, P.O. Box 97, Sacaton, 
Arizona 85247 
David. White, Community Manager, Gila River Indian Community, P.O. Box 97, Sacaton, Arizona 
85247 
Barnaby Lewis, Cultural Resource Specialist, Gila River Indian Community, P.O. Box 2140, Sacaton, 
Arizona 85247 

2 

J. Andrew Darling, CRMP Coordinator, Gila River Indian Community, P.O. Box 2140, Sacaton, Arizona 
85247 
SThomas 
AHansen 
A Valle 
KDavis 
MHollowell (EM02) 
RGreenspan (EM02) 
MBruder (EM01) 
MBurdick (118A) 
SDThomas:cdm 

US. Department 
ofTransportaffon 
Federal Highway 
Administration 

Mr. William Rhodes, Governor 
Gila River Indian Community 
P.O. Box 97 
Sacaton, Arizona 85247 

Dear Governor Rhodes: 

ARIZONA DIVISION 

April 28, 201 0 

4000 North Central Avenue, 
Suite 1500 

Phoenix, Ariz.ona 85012-3500 
602-3 79-3646 

Fax: 602-382-8998 
hllll://www.fhwa.dot.gov/a?.div/iJldex.htm 

In Reply Refer To : 
NH-202-D (ADY ) 

HOP-AZ 

NH-202-D (ADY) 
TRACS No. 202L MA 054 H5764 0 lL 

South Mountain Transportation Corridor 
Continuing Section 1 06 Consultation 

"no adverse effect" 

The Federal Highway Administration (FI-IWA) and the Arizona Department ofTranspmiation 
(ADOT) initiated consultation regarding a proposed study of the Muhadagi Doag TCP (Hollis 
[FHW A] to Rhodes [Gila River Indian Community] Jmmary 13, 2009). FHW A found the 
proposal acceptable, pending clarification and elaboration of a few points before formal 
approval. The consultation letter also addressed the request made at the November 18, 2008 
meeting to investigate an elevated split design to minimize impacts to the active shrine site, AZ 
T:12:112(ASM). A design has been developed and efforts are underway to coordinate a 
presentation of that design to your Community. A copy of the consultation is enclosed to assist 
you in your review. 

FHWA would like to offer mwthcr opportunity for the Gila River Indian Community to respond 
to comments regarding the proposed study of the Muhadagi Doag TCP, and to discuss the 
proposed avoidance measures. We look forward to continuing consultation with your office. If 
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you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact Linda Davis at 602-712-8636 or 
email Ldavis2@azdot.gov. 

Enclosure 

cc: 

Sincerely yours, 

r:··or/:. 
Robett E. Hollis 
Division Administrator 

J . Andrew Darling, Coordinator, Cultural Resomce Management Program, GRIC, P.O. 
Box 2140, Sacaton, AZ 85247 (with enclosures) 
Barnaby V. Lewis, Cultural Resource Specialist, GRIC, P.O. Box E, Sacaton, AZ 85247 
(with enclosures) 
SThomas 
TDeitering 
A Hansen 
MFrye 
KDavis 
LDavis (EM02) 
SDThomas:cdm 

2 

JUL 
GILA RIVER INDIAN COMMUNITY 

1 2010 
'Executive Office of tlie Governor & Lieutenant Governor 

IVi[{lam 'R. nfiodes 
Go\'(~ 1'111>1 ' 

June 23,2010 

Robet1 Hollis, Administrator, Arizona Division 
U.S. Depmtment of Transportation (FHW A) 
4000 North Central Avenue 
Suite 1500 
Phoenix, Arizona 85012-3500 

Re: HOP-AZ, NH-202"D(ADY) . ·.. . 

]osryli :ManU£{ 
l .ieutf•JJ:ml. Gow1·nor· 

Project No. 202L MA054li5764 01 L · .. ·.. ... . .. 
South Mountain Tra.llsportatiol'l C'onidor, Section 1 06 Consl.lltatiol1, Traditional Cultural Places, 
Mitigation Measur~s. .... · 

Dear Mr. Hollis: .. :::. - . . -. · __ <_.~ -: .-·.-_-. -_ :. 

In reply to yourlctteridated April28, 2010 regarding potential effects.ofth.eproposcd SR 202L 
(South Mountain Freeway), the Gila Rivet· Indian. CotntJ]~nity C::4ltl!mLRespurcc Management 
Program (GRIC CRl\llP) has prepared the attached proposal for the$\1(1/llqtlon ql Traditionul 
Cultural Prope/ty ant/Adverse Effects of Transportation Corridor l)qvelQJlment posed by the 
proposed eonstruct~on of the current Pecos Alignment of the South. fy1o~l1tain Freeway. This 
proposal has been I'(!Viev•ed and approved by the GRIC CdmmutlitY Council and the GRIC 
Transpmtation T~ch.nicril Team. A digital (soft copy) was Stlbfuitted io Matthew Burdick 
(Arizona Department ofTransportation ~ADOT) via electronic m~itoll.J<Inuary 19, 2010. 

Please be advised t~at~lecutTe~tproposalonlyadcJrcss~spartialJneasttrcs for the mitigation of 
adverse effects posed by th~ P:ecos <tligrirllenfto Tl;aditioiiaLCultural Property (TCP) including 
individual sites and the mtnirit!1in (MuhqdagiDcmg - South/Mountain) and may be used in the 
preparation and finalization · of the Envirow~entallmpact Statement (EIS). All other 
requirements under such federal acts as the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) for the 
protection and preservation of cultural properties including data recovery of archaeological sites 
within the proposed corridor still pertain to the project and arc not addressed by the attached 
document. The Community is aware that as the project developments, design changes and 
consideration of alternate corridors may require further adjustment m· revision to the plan as 
presented. 

The attached proposal also acknowledges the engineering solutions provided by ADOT in the 
form of overpasses for the avoidance and protection of sensitive cultural sites as acceptable 
concepts and that implementation of their design and construction will require further 

525 West Gu u Ki · P.O. Box 97 · Sacaton, Arizona 85147 

Telephone: 520-562-9840 · Fax: 520-562 -9849 · Email : executivemail@gric.nsn.us 
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consultation in the event these go forward. This includes especially the implementation of 
proposed massive cuts through the western ridges of Muhadagi Doag and earthworks required 
for construction of the Pecos aligrunent, which will significantly impact the mountain and the 
surrounding cultural landscape. 

Finally this proposal identifies the imp011ant and significant overlap of wildlife and culture 
corridors and the significance of all plants and animals in the traditional culture of the Akimel 
O'odham and Pee Posh of this Community. In this respect, we value the strong connection 
between the environment, the land, traditional places, and all living things, not just people. To 
this end, the attached proposal recognizes the intimate com1ection of TCPs to the environment in 
general, which certainly will be affected permanently through the construction of this major 
transportation facility. 

The Gila River Jndian Corru1mnity looks forward to continuing consultation through its newly 
established Tribal Historic Preservation Officer, Barnaby V. Lewis (THPO), especially on the 
draft EIS once it is assembled. If you have any questions or comments, please do not hesitate to 
call Dr. J. Andrew Darling, Coordinator, Cultural Resource Management Program at (520) 562-
7151 or Bamaby V. Lewis (THPO) at (520) 562-7152. 

Sincerely, 

. ~-""?-:!····· ~.0 R... ~/ ,..... ~.. "--" -----.., (;; .~.f!!J -/~ 

A 
Lt. Governor Joseph Manuel, Chair 
Transportation Technical Team 

' 

Attachment: South Mountain Freeway Survey Proposal 

cc: Governor William R. Rhodes 
Chief of Staff Greg Mendoza 
Community Managers (5) 
Transportation Technical Team 
File 

U.S. Department 
of Tronsportotion 
Federal Highway 
Administration 

ARIZONA DTVTSTON 

September 16,2010 

Mr. Joh11 Holt, Environmental Manager 
Western Area Power Administration 
615 South 43rd Avenue 
Phoenix, Arizona 85009 

Dear Mr. Holt: 

4000 '-!orth Central Avenue, 
Suite 1500 

Phoenix,Arizona 85012-3500 
602-379-3646 

Fax: 602-382-8998 
h!tJ2:i/y.;y.;w.t1Jwa.<:lo_t.gQviazdiv/indcx.htm 

In Reply Refer To: 
202-C- 200 

HOP-AZ 

202-C- 200 
TRACS No. 202L MA 54.0 II5764 OlC 

202L, South Mountain Freeway, DCR and EIS 
Continuing Section 1-06 Con~ultation 

Revised Programmatic Agreement 

The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and the Arizona Department of Transportation 
(ADOT) are conducting technical studies in support of the Environmental Impact Statement 
(hiS) for the 202L, South Mountain Freeway, EIS & Location/Design Concept Report project. 
The EIS addresses alternative alignments for the proposed South Mountain Freeway, which 
would extend around the south side of Soutl1 Mountain ti·om Interstate 10 (I-1 0) in west 
Chandler and to I-10 in west Phoenix. The project would be built entirely on new right-of-way 
(ROW). As this project employs federal funds, it is considered an undertaking subject to Section 
106 review. Because alternatives are still under development, land ownership of the project area 
is not yet known. 

Consulting parties for this project include FJJWA, ADOT, Arizona State Historic Preservation 
Office, Arizona State Land Department, Arizona State Museum, Army Corps of Engineers, 
Bureau of Land Management, Bureau or Reclamation, \Vcstcrn Area Power Administration 
(Western), Salt River Project, Maricopa County Department of Transportation, Flood Control 
District of Maricopa County, Roosevelt Irrigation District, City of Avondale, City of Chandler, 
City of Glendale, City of Phoenix, City of Tolleson, Ak-Chin Indian Community, Chemehuevi 
Tribe, Cocopah Tribe, Colorado River Indian Tribe, Fort McDowell Yavapai Nation, Fort 
Mojave Tribe, Fort Yuma-Quechan Tribe, Gila River Indian Community, Havasupai Tribe, Hopi 
Tribe, Hualapai Tribe, Kaibab-Paiute Tribe, Navajo Nation, Pascua Yaqui Tribe, Pueblo of Zuni, 
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This letter was also sent to:

Mr. Steve Ross, Achaeologist, Arizona State Land Department

Mr. Dave Gifford, Archaeologist, Bureau of Reclamation

Ms. Cheryl Blanchard, Archaeologist, Bureau of Land Management

Ms. Laurene Montero, Archaeologist, City of Phoenix

Ms. Michelle Dodds, Historic Preservation Office, City of Phoenix

Mr. Richard Anduze, Archaeologist, Salt River Project
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